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Carve the Mark Leader: Ms. Pegg
by Veronica Roth 
(author of the Divergent series)

Lifegiving "current" hums throughout the planets in what Akos knows as 
"the galaxy." This includes Akos's nation-planet of Thuvhe along with 
planets Zold, Othyr, Urek, Shotet, and more. Cyra dwells on Shotet, a bitter 
Thuvhesit enemy. Akos and Cyra each have currentgifts, which manifest at 
adolescence. His gift can provide relief, while hers causes pain for herself 
and others. The story is told from the perspectives of both Akos and Cyra. 
Readers follow a third-person view of Akos, who was brought unwillingly to 
Shotet and harbors deep resentments, while Cyra, always at the edge of 
pain and ready for battle, narrates in first person. Gradually, Cyra and Akos 
move from grudging tolerance of each other to respect and then love. 
Intrigue, poisonings, and an epic battle in the final chapters set the stage 
for the next book in this planned duology. 



Million-Dollar Throw        Leader: Mr. Galvam
Everyone calls Nate Brodie "Brady" because he's a 
New England quarterback, just like his idol, Tom 
Brady. And now he's got a chance to win a million 
dollars by throwing one pass through a target at 
halftime in the Patriots; Thanksgiving night game. 
More than anything, Nate's family needs the 
money—his dad's been downsized, his mom's 
working two jobs, and they're on the verge of losing 
their house. The worry is more weight than a 
13-year-old can bear, and it's affecting his playing for 
his own football team. Suddenly the boy with the 
golden arm is having trouble completing a pass . . . 
but can he make the one that really counts?



Real Friends                       Leader: Mrs. Kohler
When best friends are not forever . . .

Shannon and Adrienne have been best friends ever since they 
were little. But one day, Adrienne starts hanging out with Jen, the 
most popular girl in class and the leader of a circle of friends called 
The Group. Everyone in The Group wants to be Jen's #1, and some 
girls would do anything to stay on top . . . even if it means bullying 
others.

Now every day is like a roller coaster for Shannon. Will she and 
Adrienne stay friends? Can she stand up for herself? And is she in 
The Group―or out?



The Misfits              Leader: Mrs. Tracey

Kids who get called the worst names oftentimes find each other. That's how it was with 
us. Skeezie Tookis and Addie Carle and Joe Bunch and me. We call ourselves the 
Gang of Five, but there are only four of us. We do it to keep people on their toes. Make 
'em wonder. Or maybe we do it because we figure that there's one more kid out there 
who's going to need a gang to be a part of. A misfit, like us.Skeezie, Addie, Joe, and 
Bobby -- they've been friends forever. They laugh together, have lunch together, and 
get together once a week at the Candy Kitchen to eat ice cream and talk about 
important issues. Life isn't always fair, but at least they have each other -- and all they 
really want to do is survive the seventh grade.

That turns out to be more of a challenge than any of them had anticipated. Starting with 
Addie's refusal to say the Pledge of Allegiance and her insistence on creating a new 
political party to run for student council, the Gang of Five is in for the ride of their lives. 
Along the way they will learn about politics and popularity, love and loss, and what it 
means to be a misfit. After years of getting by, they are given the chance to stand up 
and be seen -- not as the one-word jokes their classmates have tried to reduce them to, 
but as the full, complicated human beings they are just beginning to discover they truly 
are.



Mighty Jack & Mighty Jack and the Goblin King
Leader: Mr. Lee                                           

Book 1:In Hatke’s reworking of “Jack and the Beanstalk,” Jack 
must care for his younger sister, Maddy, while his single mother 
holds down two jobs over the summer. Maddy doesn’t speak, but 
she’s entranced by the magic seeds she and Jack pick up from a 
shady dealer at a flea market, in exchange for their mother’s car 
keys. Once they plant them, their home-schooled, sword-wielding 
neighbor Lilly is curious about their new garden, too—a little too 
curious. There’s action and menace aplenty, including a dragon 
whose ferocity only Maddy can quell. Jack’s desperate efforts to 
juggle the needs of three complex female characters drive this 
sensitive retelling.
Book 2: Mighty Jack and the Goblin King is the second and final 
book in Ben Hatke's Mighty Jack series. Hatke reworks the fairy 
tale as classic fantasy, including sword fights and perilous 
adventures. The danger feels very real: Children are attacked, 
bitten, and injured, and creatures are stabbed and beaten.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/search/ben%20hatke
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/mighty-jack-book-1


Going Solo              Leader: Mr. Hamilton
The fascinating story of Roald Dahl's life continues in Going Solo, a marvelous 
evocation of the author's wartime exploits. As a pilot in World War II, Roald 
Dahl had some wonderfully exciting -- and frighteningly near-death -- 
experiences including encounters with the enemy, battles with deadly snakes, 
and incredible dogfights. Told with the same irresistible appeal that has made 
Dahl one of the world's best-loved writers, Going Solo brings you directly into 
the action and into the mind of this brilliant man. If you like Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, Witches, The BFG… this is a completely DIFFERENT 
book.

Lexile Level: 1080L - challenging vocabulary at times

**For growth minded readers that can handle reading some situations of 
mature content**



Chasing Lincoln’s Killer                             Leader: Mrs. Turbanisch

NEW YORK TIMES bestselling author James Swanson 
delivers a riveting account of the chase for Abraham 
Lincoln's assassin. Based on rare archival material, 
obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews with relatives of 
the conspirators and the manhunters, CHASING 
LINCOLN'S KILLER is a fast-paced thriller about the pursuit 
and capture of John Wilkes Booth: a wild twelve-day chase 
through the streets of Washington, D.C., across the 
swamps of Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia.



 
Life As We Knew It Leader:  Mrs. Nunes

When scientists predict that an asteroid will collide with 
the moon, Miranda and her neighbors, break out their 
lawn chairs to watch the spectacular show.  But when 
the collision pushes the moon closer to the Earth, it sets 
off devastating tsunamis, earthquakes and storms.  
Through her daily journal entries, Miranda recounts her 
family’s daily struggle to survive. While the book falls 
firmly into the science fiction genre, it would also appeal 
the readers who enjoyed Anne Frank’s Diary, as the 
focus of the narrative is on a girl facing grim 
circumstances and ultimately learning about herself and 
the nature of hope.



     Flipped Leader: Mrs. Rego
The first time she saw him, she flipped. The first time he saw 
her, he ran. That was the second grade, but not much has 
changed by the seventh. Juli says: “My Bryce. Still walking 
around with my first kiss.” He says: “It’s been six years of 
strategic avoidance and social discomfort.” But in the eighth 
grade everything gets turned upside down: just as Bryce is 
thinking that there’s maybe more to Juli than meets the eye, 
she’s thinking that he’s not quite all he seemed.

This is a classic romantic comedy of errors told in alternating 
chapters by two fresh, funny voices. 



Charles and Emma: Leader:
The Darwins’ Leap of Faith   Mrs. Bradshaw         

Charles Darwin published The Origin of Species, his revolutionary tract on evolution 
and the fundamental ideas involved, in 1859. Nearly 150 years later, the theory of 
evolution continues to create tension between the scientific and religious communities. 
Challenges about teaching the theory of evolution in schools occur annually all over 
the country. This same debate raged within Darwin himself, and played an important 
part in his marriage: his wife, Emma, was quite religious, and her faith gave Charles a 
lot to think about as he worked on a theory that continues to spark intense debates.

Deborah Heiligman's new biography of Charles Darwin is a thought-provoking account 
of the man behind evolutionary theory: how his personal life affected his work and vice 
versa. The end result is an engaging exploration of history, science, and religion for 
young readers.

Charles and Emma is a 2009 National Book Award Finalist for Young People's 
Literature.



The Girl Who Threw Butterflies
Leader: Mrs. Gunschel

For an eighth grader, Molly Williams has more than her fair share 
of problems. Her father has just died in a car accident, and her 
mother has become a withdrawn, quiet version of herself.Molly 
doesn’t want to be seen as “Miss Difficulty Overcome”; she wants 
to make herself known to the kids at school for something other 
than her father’s death. So she decides to join the baseball team. 
The boys’ baseball team. Her father taught her how to throw a 
knuckleball, and Molly hopes it’s enough to impress her coaches 
as well as her new teammates.Over the course of one baseball 
season, Molly must figure out how to redefine her relationships to 
things she loves, loved, and might love: her mother; her brilliant 
best friend, Celia; her father; her enigmatic and artistic teammate, 
Lonnie; and of course, baseball.



The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, The 
Witch and the Wardrobe        Leader: Mr. Luz

For an eighth grader, Molly Williams has more than her fair share 
of problems. Her father has just died in a car accident, and her 
mother has become a withdrawn, quiet version of herself.Molly 
doesn’t want to be seen as “Miss Difficulty Overcome”; she wants 
to make herself known to the kids at school for something other 
than her father’s death. So she decides to join the baseball team. 
The boys’ baseball team. Her father taught her how to throw a 
knuckleball, and Molly hopes it’s enough to impress her coaches 
as well as her new teammates.Over the course of one baseball 
season, Molly must figure out how to redefine her relationships to 
things she loves, loved, and might love: her mother; her brilliant 
best friend, Celia; her father; her enigmatic and artistic teammate, 
Lonnie; and of course, baseball.



Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie                Leader: Mr. Stanton

A brave and beautiful story that will make readers laugh, and 
break their hearts at the same time. Steven has a totally normal 
life (well, almost).

He plays drums in the All-City Jazz Band (whose members call 
him the Peasant), has a crush on the hottest girl in school (who 
doesn't even know he's alive), and is constantly annoyed by his 
younger brother, Jeffrey (who is cuter than cute - which is also 
pretty annoying). But when Jeffrey gets sick, Steven's world is 
turned upside down, and he is forced to deal with his brother's 
illness, his parents' attempts to keep the family in one piece, his 
homework, the band, girls, and Dangerous Pie (yes, you'll have 
to read the book to find out what that is!).



Becoming Kareem 
Growing Up On and Off the Court

Leader: Ms. Drouin

A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! 
The first memoir for young readers by sports legend Kareem Abdul-Jabbar.
At one time, Lew Alcindor was just another kid from New York City with all the usual 
problems: He struggled with fitting in, with pleasing a strict father, and with overcoming 
shyness that made him feel socially awkward. But with a talent for basketball, and an 
unmatched team of supporters, Lew Alcindor was able to transform and to become Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar.
From a childhood made difficult by racism and prejudice to a record-smashing career on the 
basketball court as an adult, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar's life was packed with "coaches" who 
taught him right from wrong and led him on the path to greatness. His parents, coaches Jack 
Donahue and John Wooden, Muhammad Ali, Bruce Lee, and many others played important 
roles in Abdul-Jabbar's life and sparked him to become an activist for social change and 
advancement. The inspiration from those around him, and his drive to find his own path in 
life, are highlighted in this personal and awe-inspiring journey.
Written especially for young readers, Becoming Kareem chronicles how Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
become the icon and legend he is today, both on and off the court. 



Game On!: Video Game History from Pong & Pac-Man 
to Mario, Minecraft, & More

Find out about the fast and furious growth and evolution of video games (including 
how they are quickly taking over the world!) by looking at some of the most popular, 
innovative, and influential games ever, from Pong, the very first arcade game ever, to 
modern hits like Uncharted.

Learn about the creators and inspiration (Mario was named after Nintendo’s landlord 
after he barged into a staff meeting demanding rent), discover historical trivia and 
Easter eggs (The developers of Halo 2 drank over 24,000 gallons of soda while 
making the game), and explore the innovations that make each game special (The 
ghosts in Pac-Man are the first example of AI in a video game).

Whether you consider yourself a hard-core gamer or are just curious to see what 
everyone is talking about, Game On! is the book for you!

                              

Leader: Ms. Reuther & Mr. Sladewski

https://www.amazon.com/Game-Video-History-Pac-Man-Minecraft/dp/1250080959/ref=zg_bs_1099206_9?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=1KQ6VV06JYY240PVM3HD
https://www.amazon.com/Game-Video-History-Pac-Man-Minecraft/dp/1250080959/ref=zg_bs_1099206_9?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=1KQ6VV06JYY240PVM3HD


A Wrinkle in Time Leaders: Ms. Beausoleil and Ms. Vertullo

It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace, 
and her mother had come down to the kitchen for a midnight snack when they 
were upset by the arrival of a most disturbing stranger. "Wild nights are my 
glory," the unearthly stranger told them. "I just got caught in a downdraft and 
blown off course. Let me sit down for a moment, and then I'll be on my way. 
Speaking of ways, by the way, there is such a thing as a tesseract." A tesseract (in 
case the reader doesn't know) is a wrinkle in time. To tell more would rob the 
reader of the enjoyment of Miss L'Engle's unusual book. A Wrinkle in Time, 
winner of the Newbery Medal in 1963, is the story of the adventures in space and 
time of Meg, Charles Wallace, and Calvin O'Keefe (athlete, student, and one of 
the most popular boys in high school). They are in search of Meg's father, a 
scientist who disappeared while engaged in secret work for the government on the 
tesseract problem.

Author: L'Engle, Madeleine



The Hobbit Leader: Mrs. Pimental

Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, unambitious life, 
rarely traveling any farther than his pantry or cellar. But his contentment 
is disturbed when the wizard Gandalf and a company of dwarves arrive 
on his doorstep one day to whisk him away on an adventure. They have 
launched a plot to raid the treasure hoard guarded by Smaug the 
Magnificent, a large and very dangerous dragon. Bilbo reluctantly joins 
their quest, unaware that on his journey to the Lonely Mountain he will 
encounter both a magic ring and a frightening creature known as Gollum.

“A glorious account of a magnificent adventure, filled with suspense and 
seasoned with a quiet humor that is irresistible . . . All those, young or old, 
who love a fine adventurous tale, beautifully told, will take The Hobbit to 
their hearts.” – New York Times Book Review



Savvy Leader: Mrs. Leblanc

Mibs can’t wait to turn thirteen, the age when all 
the Beaumonts discover their supernatural 
power-their savvy. But when Poppa is hurt in a 
terrible accident just before her birthday, Mibs 
needs more than just fantastic magic: it will take 
new friends, strong family, and an extraordinary 
adventure to set things right again.



Holes Leader: Mr. Ricciardi
Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. A curse that began with his 
no-good-dirty-rotten- pig-stealing-great-great-grandfather and 
has since followed generations of Yelnats. Now Stanley has been 
unjustly sent to a boys' detention center, Camp Green Lake, where 
the warden makes the boys "build character" by spending all day, 
every day, digging holes: five feet wide and five feet deep. It 
doesn't take long for Stanley to realize there's more than 
character improvement going on at Camp Green Lake. The boys are 
digging holes because the warden is looking for something. Stanley 
tries to dig up the truth in this inventive and darkly humorous tale 
of crime and punishment—and redemption.

Winner of the Newbery Medal and the National Book Award! This #1 New 
York Times bestselling, modern classic in which boys are forced to dig 
holes day in and day out



The Book Thief                 Leader: Mrs. Hunter

Death himself narrates the story of Liesel, a German girl left with foster 
parents just before the outbreak of World War II. Along the way to her 
new home with her younger brother, he dies.  After the funeral, Liesel 
steals The Gravedigger's Handbook, though she cannot yet read. It's 
only the first of what will become a series of book thefts. As she settles 
in with her harsh but caring foster mother, Rosa, and kind foster father, 
Hans, Liesel gets to know her poor neighborhood and learns to read. 
Her obsession with books grows as the war closes in, rationing is put in 
place, air raids begin, and Hans hides a Jewish man in the basement 
before he is marched to Dachau. Through it all, Death travels the Earth, 
taking in more and more souls every day.



The Thing About Jellyfish        Leader: Mrs. Olivier

After her best friend dies in a drowning accident, 
Suzy is convinced that the true cause of the 
tragedy must have been a rare jellyfish 
sting--things don't just happen for no reason. 
Retreating into a silent world of imagination, she 
crafts a plan to prove her theory--even if it 
means traveling the globe, alone. Suzy's 
achingly heartfelt journey explores life, death, 
the astonishing wonder of the universe...and the 
potential for love and hope right next door.



The Highest Tide       Leader: Mrs. Arsenault 

One moonlit night, thirteen-year-old Miles O'Malley, a 
speed-reading, Rachel Carson-obsessed insomniac out 
looking for tidal specimens in Puget Sound, discovers a 
giant squid stranded on the beach. As the first person to 
see a giant squid alive, he finds himself hailed as a 
prophet. But Miles is really just a kid on the verge of 
growing up, infatuated with the girl next door, worried 
that his bickering parents will divorce, and fearful that 
everything, even the bay he loves, is shifting away from 
him. As the sea continues to offer up discoveries from 
its mysterious depths, Miles struggles to deal with the 
difficulties that attend the equally mysterious process of 
growing up.* Mature Content



The Clay Lion                    Leader: Ms. Ford

What if you could go back in time to save the person you love the most? 

The rules are simple. If you want to travel back in time, you need to be at least 
eighteen years old. You can only travel within your own lifespan for a maximum of 
six months. And above all else, you must never, ever, change the past. 

But that's exactly what Brooke Wallace plans to do. 

As Brooke faces existence without her beloved brother, his life cut short by a rare 
disease, she can think of only one solution - travel back in time to prevent his 
death. However, her attempts at fixing the past challenge her to confront everything 
she believes to be true about herself. And ultimately, she is forced to discover 
whether or not we can ever truly be in charge of our own destiny.



The Reason I Jump                   Leader: Ms. Byrnes

“You’ve never read a book like The Reason I Jump. 
Written by Naoki Higashida, a very smart, very self-aware, 
and very charming thirteen-year-old boy with autism, it is a 
one-of-a-kind memoir that demonstrates how an autistic 
mind thinks, feels, perceives, and responds in ways few of 
us can imagine. Parents and family members who never 
thought they could get inside the head of their autistic 
loved one at last have a way to break through to the 
curious, subtle, and complex life within.”

Translated by Yoshida and David Mitchell



Breadcrumbs        Leader: Mrs. Bernardo

Be careful what you wish for! A fantasy world with witches and spells always 
seemed exciting to Hazel, until her best friend Jack disappears, that is, and 
she actually has to journey into that territory.

Hazel’s teacher thinks she has an overactive imagination, and the other kids 
at school think she is just plain weird. Except Jack. Since they were 6, he's 
been Hazel’s best friend. But when a shard of enchanted mirror flies into 
Jack’s eye, Jack starts hanging out with the boys instead of Hazel. Then, 
suddenly, Jack's gone. When one of the boys tells Hazel he saw Jack ride into 
the woods on a wolf-drawn sled with a silver woman made of snow, Hazel 
realizes only she can rescue Jack. But although she’s read countless fairy tales 
and fantasies, none of them has prepared her for walking through a genuine 
enchanted woods. As one of its inhabitants tells her, "It’s not the wolves you 
have to worry about."



  Heart of a Samurai   Leader: Ms. Bendiksen

In 1841, a Japanese fishing vessel sinks. Its crew is forced to 
swim to a small, unknown island, where they are rescued by a 
passing American ship. Japan’s borders remain closed to all 
Western nations, so the crew sets off to America, learning 
English on the way. Manjiro, a fourteen-year-old boy, is 
curious and eager to learn everything he can about this new 
culture. Eventually the captain adopts Manjiro and takes him 
to his home in New England. The boy lives for some time in 
New England, and then heads to San Francisco to pan for 
gold. After many years, he makes it back to Japan, only to be 
imprisoned as an outsider. With his hard-won knowledge of 
the West, Manjiro is in a unique position to persuade the 
shogun to ease open the boundaries around Japan; he may 
even achieve his unlikely dream of becoming a samurai.



Rain Reign        Leader:  Mrs. Landis

Rose Howard is obsessed with homonyms. Struggling with Asperger's, Rose 
shares a bond with her beloved dog. Not everyone understands Rose's 
obsessions, her rules, and the other things that make her different — not her 
teachers, not other kids, and not her single father.

When a storm hits their rural town, rivers overflow, the roads are flooded, and 
Rain goes missing. Rose's father shouldn't have let Rain out. Now Rose has 
to find her dog, even if it means leaving her routines and safe places to 
search.

Hearts will break and spirits will soar for this powerful story, brilliantly told 
from Rose's point of view.



Molly’s Story                   Leader: Mrs. 
Cadima

Meet Molly―a very special dog with a very 
important purpose. Molly knows that her purpose is 
to take care of her girl, C.J., but it won’t be easy. 
Neglected by her mother, Gloria, who won’t allow 
her to have a dog, C.J. is going through some tough 
times. Molly’s job is to stay hidden in C.J.’s room, 
cuddle up to her at night, and protect her from 
bad people. And no matter what Gloria does to 
separate them, nothing will keep Molly away from 
the girl that she loves.



The Giver                     Leader: Dr. Bettencourt

Jonas's world is perfect. Everything is under 
control. There is no war or fear of pain. There 
are no choices. Every person is assigned a role 
in the community. When Jonas turns 12 he is 
singled out to receive special training from The 
Giver. The Giver alone holds the memories of 
the true pain and pleasure of life. Now, it is time 
for Jonas to receive the truth. There is no 
turning back.  If you have read and enjoyed any 
dystopian books in series like The Hunger 
Games, Maze Runner, or Divergent then you are 
sure to enjoy this book!



To Kill a Mockingbird Leader:  Mr. Reedy

Set in the small Southern town of Maycomb, 
Alabama, during the Depression, To Kill a 
Mockingbird follows three years in the life of 
8-year-old Scout Finch, her brother, Jem, and 
their father, Atticus--three years punctuated by 
the arrest and eventual trial of a young black 
man accused of committing a serious crime 
against a white woman. Though her story 
explores big themes, Harper Lee chooses to tell 
it through the eyes of a child. The result is a 
tough and tender novel of race, class, justice, 
and the pain of growing up.



After the Snow Leader:  Mrs. Pease

Fifteen-year old Willo was out hunting when the trucks 
came and took his family away. Left alone in the snow, 
Willo is determined to find and rescue his family. On his 
way across the mountain to get help, he finds Mary, a 
refugee from the city, whose father is lost and who is 
starving to death. The smart thing to do would be to leave 
her alone- he doesn’t have enough supplies for the two of 
them- but with the world trapped in an ice age,  Willo 
can’t leave her. What are the odds of them surviving, and 
will he ever find his family?



The Time Machine Leader:  Mr. Marshall

So begins the Time Traveller’s astonishing firsthand 
account of his journey 800,000 years beyond his 
own era.  With a speculative leap that still fires the 
imagination, Wells sends his brave explorer to face a 
future burdened with our greatest hopes...and our 
darkest fears. A pull of the Time Machine’s lever 
propels him to the age of a slowly dying Earth.  There 
he discovers two bizarre races—the ethereal Eloi and 
the subterranean Morlocks—who not only 
symbolize the duality of human nature, but offer a 
terrifying portrait of the men of tomorrow as well.  
Published in 1895, this masterpiece of invention 
captivated readers on the threshold of a new century. 
Thanks to Wells’s expert storytelling and 
provocative insight, The Time Machine will 
continue to enthrall readers for generations to come.



The Great Train Robbery*     Leader: Mr. Edwards

In teeming Victorian London, where lavish wealth and appalling poverty 
live side by side, Edward Pierce charms the most prominent of the 
well-to-do as he cunningly orchestrates the crime of the century. 

Who would suspect that a gentleman of breeding could mastermind the 
daring theft of a fortune in gold? Who could predict the consequences 
of making the extraordinary robbery aboard the pride of England's 
industrial era, the mighty steam locomotive? 

Based on fact, as lively as legend, and studded with all the suspense 
and style of a modern fiction master, here is a classic caper novel set a 
decade before the age of dynamite--yet nonetheless explosive....

*PARENT ADVISORY: book contains some mature content.



The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime     
Leader*: Ms. Roderick

Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the world and their 
capitals and every prime number up to 7,057. He relates well to animals but has no 
understanding of human emotions. He cannot stand to be touched. And he detests 
the color yellow.

Although gifted with a superbly logical brain, for fifteen-year-old Christopher 
everyday interactions and admonishments have little meaning. He lives on patterns, 
rules, and a diagram kept in his pocket. Then one day, a neighbor's dog, Wellington, 
is killed and his carefully constructive universe is threatened. Christopher sets out to 
solve the murder in the style of his favourite (logical) detective, Sherlock Holmes. 
What follows makes for a novel that is funny, poignant and fascinating in its 
portrayal of a person whose curse and blessing are a mind that perceives the world 
entirely literally.

*PARENT ADVISORY: book contains some mature language.



An American Plague Leader: Mrs. Edwards

1793, Philadelphia. The nation's capital and the largest city in North America is 
devastated by an apparently incurable disease, cause unknown 

In a powerful, dramatic narrative, critically acclaimed author Jim Murphy 
describes the illness known as yellow fever and the toll it took on the city's 
residents, relating the epidemic to the major social and political events of the 
day and to 18th-century medical beliefs and practices. Drawing on first-hand 
accounts, Murphy spotlights the heroic role of Philadelphia's free blacks in 
combating the disease, and the Constitutional crisis that President Washington 
faced when he was forced to leave the city — and all his papers — while 
escaping the deadly contagion.

The search for the fever's causes and cure, not found for more than a century 
afterward, provides a suspenseful counterpoint to this riveting true story of a 
city under siege.

*PARENT ADVISORY: Frequent descriptions of death and 
dying



Towers Falling              Leader: Mrs. Sullivan

  When her teacher hints that a series of lessons about home and 
community will culminate with one big answer about two tall towers once 
visible outside their classroom window, Dèja can't help but feel confused. 
She sets off on a journey of discovery, with new friends Ben and Sabeen 
by her side. 

  Rhodes's novel offers a way to discuss the events of 9/11 with students 
too young to remember this pivotal event. This well-paced novel follows 
Deja, whose father suffers from a chronic cough, depression, and anxiety, 
all of which prevent him from maintaining a job. As a result, Deja and her 
family have lost their apartment and are now living in a group home in 
Brooklyn. When Deja begins at a new school, she makes friends with a 
Muslim girl and a boy whose father is an Iraq War veteran. When their 
teacher begins a lesson about September 11, the three friends learn how 
the day's events relate to them as individuals and as part of their wider 
community. 



The Phantom Tollbooth Leader: Mr. Furtado

For Milo, everything’s a bore. When a tollbooth mysteriously 
appears in his room, he drives through only because he’s 
got nothing better to do. But on the other side, things seem 
different. Milo visits the Island of Conclusions (you get there 
by jumping), learns about time from a ticking watchdog 
named Tock, and even embarks on a quest to rescue 
Rhyme and Reason! Somewhere along the way, Milo 
realizes something astonishing. Life is far from dull. In fact, 
it’s exciting beyond his wildest dreams. . . .



The Watson’s Go to Birmingham-1963   Leader: Mrs. O’Brien

 A Newbery Medal and Coretta Scott Award Winner.—from Christopher Paul Curtis, author of Bud, 

Not Buddy.

Sometimes 10-year-old Kenny can't believe his own family. Sometimes they act so crazy he thinks they 

should be known as the Weird Watsons of Flint, Michigan. Between trying to understand his parents' humor 

and dealing with his too-cool older brother and crybaby-tattletale little sister, Kenny never has a dull 

moment.

So, Kenny wonders, how will this wacky bunch survive when Momma and Dad load the whole family into 

the "Brown Bomber" for the long drive down to Birmingham, Alabama to visit Grandma Sands? With only a 

few brief rest stops along the way, the Watsons finally arrive in Birmingham, greeted by stifling heat and 

Grandma's strong hugs.

Just when the family starts to settle into a comfortable Southern rhythm, tragedy strikes in Birmingham and 

changes all their lives forever.”  



Which will you choose? 
You can pick a total of 3 books and you will have to read 1 
for this summer. 


